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Hands In for Healthy Streams is a cooperative effort between the City of Buford and the local business 

community. 

 

HANDS IN FOR HEALTHY STREAMS 

NOTE: This handbook is one in a series of handbooks that describe specific practices businesses can use to 

protect water quality.  A complete list of all handbooks and fact sheets available through the Hands In for 

Healthy Streams program is provided on the back cover.  To obtain other handbooks in this series, contact 

Buford City Hall at the address provided below. 

 

City of Buford  

2300 Buford Highway 

Buford, GA 30518 

www.cityofbuford.com 

 

We hope you’ll join with the City of Buford and other area businesses by participating in the Hands In for 

Healthy Streams program.  Through this Program, you can help protect our local streams.  To participate, 

review the enclosed Fact Sheets No. 1.1 and 1.2, and then fill out the self-assessment at the back of the 

Handbook.  We appreciate your continued cooperation and stewardship in protection of our water quality. 

 

This Program is modeled on the Community Partners for Clean Streams program created through a US EPA Clean Water Act Grant by the Office of Washtenaw 

County Drain Commissioner Janis A. Bobrin, Washtenaw County, Michigan.  Portions of this Handbook are borrowed from the Community Partners for Clean Streams 

series, with designs and illustrations developed by David Zinn.  

http://www.cityofbuford.com/
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Fact Sheet No. 1.1  

Storing Materials and Wastes 
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Never allow storage areas to drain to any part of the storm water management system.  

 

If possible, connect drains to a dead-end holding tank – especially if you’re storing 

hazardous or petroleum products. If a spill occurs, the tank’s contents will need to be 

pumped out and disposed of by a licensed waste hauler.  Although holding tanks incur the 

cost of pump outs, they avoid the risk of environmental cleanups costing thousands of 

dollars.  

 

Never drain to the sanitary sewer system in an unapproved connection. Before allowing 

any materials to drain to the sanitary sewer, contact the City of Buford Sewer Department 

to make sure it can be accepted.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
If rainwater is not hazardous, 

reuse it on your site in an 

appropriate manner, such as 

for equipment wash water. 

 
  

  

  --- Regulatory Requirements --- 
Be sure that all storage practices conform to federal, state, and 

  local requirements.  Contact the City Inspection Department 

Department and the building and fire departments for more info. 
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Fact Sheet No. 1.2  

Preventing & Cleaning Up Spills 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Emergency Response: call 911. 

 

Georgia EPD: (800) 241-4113. 

 

City of Buford:  (678) 546-3514. 
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This concludes Fact Sheets 1.1 and 1.2 of the  

Housekeeping Practices series.   

 

To create your own Water Quality Action Plan,  

please complete the Water Quality Assessment  

provided on the following page.   

 

Report significant spills to the 

appropriate authorities and get 

outside help if needed.  If a  

hazardous substance could enter  

the sanitary sewer system, notify  

the City Sewer Department  

immediately. 
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SERIES #1 Assessment 
The following Assessment and Action Plan asks you to evaluate your current activities and identify any 

specific actions needed to prevent pollution.  For each question, check the appropriate box in the 

Assessment column.  Next, in the corresponding box in the Action Plan column, fill in the proposed date 

by which the activity will be completed.  Thank you for your good faith commitment to water quality. 

 

ASSESSMENT ACTION PLAN Series #1, Housekeeping 
Practices: Storing Materials 

and Wastes 
Not 
Applicable 

Needs 
Improvement Always 

Plan to 
Improve 

Plan to 
Continue 

1.  Steps are taken to minimize 

the amount of potentially 

polluting materials and wastes 

kept in storage.           

2.  The area around trash 

receptacles, stockpiles, and other 

outdoor storage areas is regularly 

cleaned.           

3.  Storage areas are paved, and 

drain to an enclosed holding tank.           

4.  Storage areas are designed to 

contain spills.           

5.  Materials and wastes are 

protected from precipitation 

(storage areas are covered and/or 

containers are watertight).           

6.  If storage areas aren't covered, 

any rainwater that accumulates is 

collected and disposed of 

properly.           
7.  Steps are taken to prevent and 

contain spills (e.g. trays are 

placed under open containers and 

the spouts of liquid storage 

containers).           

8.  Storage, loading, fueling and 

other critical areas are paved and 

designed to contain spills.           

9.  Clean-up materials are readily 

available and appropriate to the 

types and quantities of materials 

that could spill.           

10.  A comprehensive spill 

response plan has been developed 

and posted.           
11.  Staff have been assigned 

responsibility for testing and 

implementation, and for 

maintaining an inventory of spill 

control materials.           

12.  Employees are regularly 

trained in spill response.           

 


