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Hands In for Healthy Streams is a cooperative effort between the City of Buford and the local business 

community. 

 

HANDS IN FOR HEALTHY STREAMS 

NOTE: This handbook is one in a series of handbooks that describe specific practices businesses can use to 

protect water quality.  A complete list of all handbooks and fact sheets available through the Hands In for 

Healthy Streams program is provided on the back cover.  To obtain other handbooks in this series, contact 

Buford City Hall at the address provided below. 

 

City of Buford  

2300 Buford Highway 

Buford, GA 30518 

www.cityofbuford.com 

 

We hope you’ll join with the City of Buford and other area businesses by participating in the Hands In for 

Healthy Streams program.  Through this Program, you can help protect our local streams.  To participate, 

review the enclosed Fact Sheets No. 6.1 through 6.3, and then fill out the self-assessment at the back of the 

Handbook.  We appreciate your continued cooperation and stewardship in protection of our water quality. 

 

This Program is modeled on the Community Partners for Clean Streams program created through a US EPA Clean Water Act Grant by the Office of Washtenaw 

County Drain Commissioner Janis A. Bobrin, Washtenaw County, Michigan.  Portions of this Handbook are borrowed from the Community Partners for Clean 

Streams series, with designs and illustrations developed by David Zinn.  

http://www.cityofbuford.com/
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Fact Sheet No. 6.1  

Maintaining Healthy Lawns, Shrubs and Trees 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
For help identifying the 

natural features on a site, 

contact the government offices 

where the property is located 

or one of the agencies under 

“Getting Help.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
● Convey stormwater through 

grassed swales instead of 

enclosed pipes, whenever 

possible. 
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UGA Cooperative Extension Service 

for Gwinnett County 

(678) 377-4010. 

 

City of Buford, City Hall 

(770) 945-6761. 

 

 
 

For more information about  

how to prevent soil erosion  

when replacing plants, contact  

the local UGA Extension office. 

 

If stream improvement plans 

involve more than installing plants, 

a permit may be required. 
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Fact Sheet No. 6.2  

Designing Stormwater Management Systems 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
After all practical source 

 controls have been implemented, 

other controls will still be needed to

 manage runoff.  These will be

 dictated, to some degree, by the

 soils, topography, and other

 conditions on-site, as well as the

 receiving waterway and local 

 government standards.  While each 

site will be different, there are some universal guidelines  for

 controlling stormwater quantity and 

quality.  For more detailed information on designing 

 stormwater management systems to 

protect water quality,  reference the Gwinnett County 

Stormwater Design Manual. 
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Fact Sheet No. 6.3 

Clearing and Grading Land 

 

 

 
As eroded soil settles in streams, 

sediment can smother fish eggs and 

bottom-dwelling organisms and 

destroy aquatic habitat.  Suspended 

sediment can interfere with the 

respiration and digestion of aquatic 

animals.  Other pollutants such as 

metals and nutrients are often 

attached to soil particles.  Finally, 

uncontrolled sediment can clog 

stormwater management systems, 

leading to higher maintenance costs 

and flooding. 
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City of Buford, Planning & 

Zoning, City Hall 

(770) 945-6761 

 

 

 
This concludes Fact Sheets 6.1, 6.2, and 6.3 of the Housekeeping Practices series.  To create your own Water 

Quality Action Plan, please complete the Water Quality Assessment provided on the following page. 
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SERIES #6 Assessment 
The following Assessment and Action Plan asks you to evaluate your current activities and identify 

any specific actions needed to prevent pollution.  For each question, check the appropriate box in 

the Assessment column.  Next, in the corresponding box in the Action Plan column, fill in the 

proposed date by which the activity will be completed.  Thank you for your good faith commitment 

to water quality. 

 

ASSESSMENT ACTION PLAN 
Series #6, Housekeeping Practices:     
Site Design and Construction Not 

Applicable 
Needs 
Improvement Always 

Plan to 
Improve 

Plan to 
Continue 

1.  Natural features are identified and 

protected during both site design and 

construction.           

2.  Opportunities to reduce impervious 

surfaces are investigated and pursued 

whenever possible.           

3.  Drainage systems are designed to 

promote infiltration and to otherwise 

protect water quality.           

4.  Vegetated buffer strips (as wide as 

possible) are maintained along all water 

bodies.           

5.  Irrigation systems are designed to 

minimize runoff.           

6.  Soil erosion and sedimentation are 

prevented during construction (e.g. clearing 

is phased, exposed soils are immediately 

covered, and controls are rigorously 

maintained).           

 


