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Hands In for Healthy Streams is a cooperative effort between the City of Buford and the local business 

community. 

 

HANDS IN FOR HEALTHY STREAMS 

NOTE: This handbook is one in a series of handbooks that describe specific practices businesses can use to 

protect water quality.  A complete list of all handbooks and fact sheets available through the Hands In for 

Healthy Streams program is provided on the back cover.  To obtain other handbooks in this series, contact 

Buford City Hall at the address provided below. 

 

City of Buford  

2300 Buford Highway 

Buford, GA 30518 

www.cityofbuford.com 

 

We hope you’ll join with the City of Buford and other area businesses by participating in the Hands In for 

Healthy Streams program.  Through this Program, you can help protect our local streams.  To participate, 

review the enclosed Fact Sheets No. 4.1 through 4.5, and then fill out the self-assessment at the back of the 

Handbook.  We appreciate your continued cooperation and stewardship in protection of our water quality. 

 

This Program is modeled on the Community Partners for Clean Streams program created through a US EPA Clean Water Act Grant by the Office of Washtenaw 

County Drain Commissioner Janis A. Bobrin, Washtenaw County, Michigan.  Portions of this Handbook are borrowed from the Community Partners for Clean Streams 

series, with designs and illustrations developed by David Zinn.  

http://www.cityofbuford.com/
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Fact Sheet No. 4.1  

Outdoor Pressure Washing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Encouraging Contractors 

To Protect Water Quality 
If contractors are hired to perform 

maintenance work, encourage them 

to implement these recommended 

practices as well. 
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Fact Sheet No. 4.2  

Maintaining Building Facades 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Connect drains to a holding 

area.  Don’t allow storage, fueling, 

or other maintenance areas to drain  

to any part of the stormwater 

management system. 

 

Do not allow fluids to drain to 

the sanitary sewer system, unless 

accepted  by the City of Buford 

Sewer Department.  Certain 

materials are prohibited due to 

health and safety risks. 
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Fact Sheet No. 4.3  

Maintaining Paved Areas 
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If equipment wash water must enter a storm drain, 

protect the drain inlet with a fabric bag to filter  

concrete deposits.  The bag and its contents can then  

be disposed of as construction material. 
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Fact Sheet No. 4.4  

Using and Storing Deicing Chemicals 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prevent storage areas from draining to 

the stormwater management system. 
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Fact Sheet No. 4.5  

Cooling Water Systems 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If recycling wash water is 

not an option, discharge it to 

the sanitary sewer system only 

after receiving approval from 

the City of Buford Sewer 

Department. 
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This concludes Fact Sheets  

4.1, 4.2, 4.3, 4.4, and 4.5  

of the Housekeeping Practices series.   

 

To create your own Water Quality  

Action Plan, please complete the  

Water Quality Assessment provided  

on the following page.   
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SERIES #4 Assessment 
The following Assessment and Action Plan asks you to evaluate your current activities and identify any 

specific actions needed to prevent pollution.  For each question, check the appropriate box in the 

Assessment column.  Next, in the corresponding box in the Action Plan column, fill in the proposed date 

by which the activity will be completed.  Thank you for your good faith commitment to water quality. 

 

ASSESSMENT ACTION PLAN 
Series #4, Housekeeping 
Practices: Maintaining 
Buildings and Pavement Not 

Applicable 
Needs 
Improvement Always 

Plan to 
Improve 

Plan to 
Continue 

1.  The least hazardous products 

and procedures are identified and 

used whenever possible.           

2.  Steps are taken to prevent 

paints, sealants, mortars and other 

products from entering the 

stormwater system.           

3.  Dust and debris created by 

sand-blasting and prep work are 

contained, collected, and disposed 

of properly.           

4.  Paved surfaces are regularly 

cleaned using dry methods.           

5.  Pressure washing is avoided.  

If pressure washing must take 

place, wash water is kept out of 

the stormwater management 

system.  Any residue is collected 

and disposed of properly.           

6.  Steps are taken to minimize 

deicer use and waste.           

7.  Runoff from rooftops is 

managed to protect water quality.           

8.  Steps are taken to reduce the 

quantity and pollutant loading of 

cooling system wastewater.           

9.  Contractors are encouraged to 

implement practices 

recommended by the Hands In for 

Healthy Streams.           

 


