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Hands In for Healthy Streams is a cooperative effort between the City of Buford and the local business 

community. 

 

HANDS IN FOR HEALTHY STREAMS 

NOTE: This handbook is one in a series of handbooks that describe specific practices businesses can use to 

protect water quality.  A complete list of all handbooks and fact sheets available through the Hands In for 

Healthy Streams program is provided on the back cover.  To obtain other handbooks in this series, contact 

Buford City Hall at the address provided below. 

 

City of Buford  

2300 Buford Highway 

Buford, GA 30518 

www.cityofbuford.com 

 

We hope you’ll join with the City of Buford and other area businesses by participating in the Hands In for 

Healthy Streams program.  Through this Program, you can help protect our local streams.  To participate, 

review the enclosed Fact Sheets No. 5.1 through 5.4, and then fill out the self-assessment at the back of the 

Handbook.  We appreciate your continued cooperation and stewardship in protection of our water quality. 

 

This Program is modeled on the Community Partners for Clean Streams program created through a US EPA Clean Water Act Grant by the Office of Washtenaw 

County Drain Commissioner Janis A. Bobrin, Washtenaw County, Michigan.  Portions of this Handbook are borrowed from the Community Partners for Clean 

Streams series, with designs and illustrations developed by David Zinn.  

http://www.cityofbuford.com/
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Fact Sheet No. 5.1  

Maintaining Healthy Lawns, Shrubs and Trees 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Gwinnett County UGA Extension has 

a variety of publications and services 

available to help develop an 

environmentally responsible program 

for any landscape.  The Extension 

Service handles requests every year 

for information about everything 

from how to select appropriate 

plantings to the identification and 

treatment of specific plant diseases 

and pests.  For more information, 

call the UGA Cooperative Extension 

Service for Gwinnett County at (678) 

377-4010 or visit: 

      www.caes.uga.edu/extension 
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Maintaining Vehicles and Equipment 

Keep vehicles and equipment clean and 

regularly inspect them for leaks.  Leaking 

pollutants can soak through the soil or wash 

off with stormwater.  For more information 

about maintaining equipment and vehicles, 

see Series #3. 

 

 
UGA Cooperative Extension Service 

for Gwinnett County 

(678) 377-4010. 

 

Georgia Department of Agriculture 

(404) 656-3685. 

….Pesticides Division…….  

(404) 656-4958. 
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Fact Sheet No. 5.2  

Using Fertilizer 
 
 

Fertilizing Shrubs and Trees 
Healthy trees and shrub do not  

require annual fertilizing.  If woody 

plants appear unhealthy, it may be due 

to poor soils, insects, disease or  

current weather patterns.  Fertilizers 

should be applied only when a tree or  

shrub does not thrive and the problem 

can’t be traced to other causes.  For 

help diagnosing problems before 

applying fertilizer, contact  

UGA Extension. 

 

If trees or shrubs do require fertilizer, 

apply it when the plants are dormant, 

in late fall or early spring.  Fertilizing 

in early fall or late spring stimulates 

growth that depletes stored food 

supplies and weakens the plants 

ability to survive harsh winters and 

summers. 

 

 

 

 
Soil Testing: The 1

st
 Step 

Before applying fertilizer, have 

your soil tested, such as by 

Gwinnett County UGA Extension.  

An Extension agent can then tell 

you the exact types and amounts 

of fertilizer your soil will need to 

support the desired use.  

Depending on the plantings and 

use desired, your soil may not 

require any fertilizer. 
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Fact Sheet No. 5.3  

Integrated Pest Management 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
For help identifying the plant best 

suited for your purposes and site, 

contact UGA Extension. 
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Many organisms feed on or infect pests.  These natural enemies 

frequently prevent the pest population from reaching damaging levels.  

Biological controls include predators, parasites, pathogens, 

pheromones, and juvenile hormones.  For more information about these 

and other chemical-free control techniques, contact UGA Extension.  
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Fact Sheet No. 5.4  

Using Pesticides 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do not allow fluids to drain to 

the sanitary sewer system, unless 

accepted  by the City of Buford 

Sewer Department.  Certain 

materials are prohibited due to 

health and safety risks. 
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Immediately triple rinse or power 

rinse empty containers in the field, 

at the time of application.  UGA 

Extension recommends triple-

rinsing, using the following steps: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

UGA Cooperative Extension Service for Gwinnett County:   (678) 377-4010. 

Georgia Department of Agriculture:    (404) 656-3685. 

…..Pesticides Division:   (404) 656-4958. 

 
This concludes Fact Sheets 5.1, 5.2, 5.3, and 5.4 of the Housekeeping Practices series.  To create your own 

Water Quality Action Plan, please complete the Water Quality Assessment provided on the following page. 
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SERIES #5 Assessment 
The following Assessment and Action Plan asks you to evaluate your current activities and identify 

any specific actions needed to prevent pollution.  For each question, check the appropriate box in 

the Assessment column.  Next, in the corresponding box in the Action Plan column, fill in the 

proposed date by which the activity will be completed.  Thank you for your good faith commitment 

to water quality. 

 

ASSESSMENT ACTION PLAN 
Series #5, Housekeeping Practices: 

Maintaining Landscapes Not 
Applicable 

Needs 
Improvement Always 

Plan to 
Improve 

Plan to 
Continue 

1.  Zones of mixed, undisturbed vegetation 

(at least 10' wide minimum) are maintained 

along all water bodies.           

2.  When choosing plant materials, the 

lowest maintenance (including most 

disease- and pest-resistant) species are 

selected.           

3.  Soils are amended and aerated 

whenever necessary (to reduce the need for 

landscape chemicals).           

4.  Soils are tested before applying 

fertilizer to determine the most appropriate 

type/formulation.           

5.  Fertilizers are applied only when, and in 

the amounts, required (according to soil 

test and plant requirements).           

6.  Lawn mowing heights are set as high as 

possible and clippings are left on the lawn.           

7.  Irrigation systems are regularly 

monitored, adjusted, and maintained to 

ensure proper watering.           

8.  Chemical-free methods are used to 

control weeds and lawn and garden pests 

whenever possible.           

9.  When pesticides must be used, they're 

applied only where needed, when target 

pests are most vulnerable, and when least 

disruptive to natural controls.           

10.  When purchasing pesticides, the least 

toxic and least persistent product is 

selected.           

11.  Comprehensive records are kept of all 

pesticide applications.           

12.  Label directions are strictly followed 

(e.g. estimates are never used) when 

mixing, applying, and disposing of 

pesticides.           

13.  Empty pesticide containers are triple- 

or pressure- rinsed and the rinse water is 

managed according to label directions.           

14.  Landscaping wastes are composted.           


